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WHITTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 9th MARCH 2023  AT 7.30PM IN THE  
READING ROOM 
 
PRESENT:  Councillors Mrs F. Craven (Chair),  R. Harrington, J Garnor, M. Peters, A. Barnett and  Cllrs Mrs M. Neuhoff 
and K. Cunningham.           
Also present Linda Paice, Parish Clerk and Unitary Ward Members Cllr Barter  
 
23/28 No APOLOGIES   all members being present. 
23/29 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  - noted.  
23/30 i) DISPENSATIONS - none received. 

ii) A DECLARATION OF INTEREST – as made by Cllr Cunningham on planning application 
WNS/2023/250/FUL as a neighbour.. 
iii) The requirement to update REGISTER OF INTEREST changes was noted.   

23/31 Having been previously circulated it was RESOLVED  that the MINUTES of the Meeting of the Council held 
on 9th February 2023  be duly signed and adopted as a true record in line with Standing Orders.       

23/32 ISSUES MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WISH TO RAISE.  -    No members of the public were present 
A report was given by William Barter as UNITARY MEMBER  relating to traffic reports on the Furtho Pit and 
DHL planning applications.  He also highlighted the latest Boundary Commission consultation of Ward 
Boundaries with a proposal that Whittlebury be moved to the Silverstone and Rural Ward. The members 
agreed that there be discussion on community cohesion at the next meeting and that a response be made to 
WNC on the proposals 

23/33 On proposition by the Chair it was RESOLVED that consideration on COUNCIL ADMINISTRATION 
concerns raised by the Clerk be discussed be the members and brought back to the next meeting. 

23/34 STAFFING - i) The Chair reported that the Staffing Working Group had met twice and had now prepared a 
suggested advertisement which had been circulated to all members.  It was RESOLVED that this now go out at 
the weekend on Facebook.  Should it not prove possible to appoint a replacement Clerk by June 1st Plans B & C 
were being considered. 
ii) It was RESOLVED  that Bank Account changes, the Edge accounts package and HMRC PAYE issues all be 
discussed by the members and brought back to the next meeting with a change of bank account Key         
Contact details being passed to the Clerk by the end of the month 
iii) A handover list of Council documents would be provided when the Council papers were collected from the 
Clerk and it was RESOLVED that these be stored temporarily in the Kingston Room 

23/35 Following the decision made at the last meeting on COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT reports being submitted 
monthly to Cllr Harrington to collate for a newsletter through Bubble Creative Solutions, it was reported that 
none had been received.  Members considered that the Bubble Creative quotation received was beyond the 
scope of what the Council had budgeted and would not be followed up, but Cllr Harrington would however go 
back to them and ask if they were prepared to quote for creation and management of a Facebook Page for the 
Council. A proposal tabled by Cllr Peters, which was seconded by Cllr Cunningham, to progress e mail 
marketing possibilities was agreed 

 
23/36 SUBGROUP REPORTS 

21.1) PLANNING  ( lead member Cllr Barnett, Cllr Peters, Cllr Cunningham) 
a)  The following APPLICATIONS were received and comments would be submitted accordingly: 

Application No Details Comments 
WNS/2023/250.FUL 
 

Proposed Single Part Two 
Storey Rear Extension, Carport 
and Outbuilding, Associated 
Internal / External works at 74 
Highh Street 

The Council response to the 
earlier application at this 
address ref 
WNS/2021/1375/FUL remain 
unchanged with the addition of 
also objecting to the applicant’s 
proposed use of a Rendered 
finish on the upper and lower 
walls of the extension. The walls 
should be finished in materials 
which are in harmony with the 
materials used on the existing 
building, i.e. stone and mortar, 
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which was a condition of the 
previous approval. 

WNS/2021/1819/EIA 
 

Hybrid planning application 
comprising of Part A: Full 
planning permission for a new 
roundabout access from the A5; 
internal spine road, creation of 
development plots with 
associated earthworks and 
plateauing; delivery of plateaus 
and access for Towcester Town 
Football Club (TTFC); site-wide 
structural landscaping and 
infrastructure; and a single 
warehouse (Use Class B8) and 
ancillary office, with associated 
access, hardstanding, 
landscaping, parking and 
supporting infrastructure. Part 
B: Outline planning permission 
with all matters reserved for the 
development of TTFC and 
employment floorspace falling 
within Use Classes B2 and B8, 
with ancillary office space on 
the development plots; as 
established through Part A of 
this application at land north of 
Bell Plantation 

The Council’s earlier comments 
on this application remain 
unchanged 

ii) Permissions received – 1 Lees Close; The stables, Lodge Park coming with a CIL liability of £91651.96 
ii) REFUSALS received – None 
iv)) ANY OTHER PLANNING MATTERS –  a) The Clerk would forward to members the previous 
communications to Kirkwells – Michael Wellock – which clarified the position on them working on a 
Neighbourhood Plan for the village. The Chair undertook to make contact with him the following day. 
b) On all major applications further traffic data was awaited. 
c) Cllr Barnett gave feedback to the meeting on the recent discussion with Victoria Lazenby of National 
Highways.  Nick Henstock from WMC had been unable to attend the meeting a a further date would be 
requested from him. There was no definitive date for the completion of the relief road roundabout with the A43.  
National Highways confirmed that the Towcester Relief Road would come under WNC not National Highways. 
The village’s serious concerns on HGV traffic increases had been strongly stressed. 
 

23/37 37.1 i) FINANCE SUBGROUP – ( lead member Cllr Neuhoff) 
i)  It was RESOLVED that the following payments be made with Cllrs Neuhoff & Barnett authorising : 

Payment 
Ref 

AMOUNT INCL 
VAT OF 

PAYEE DETAILS POWER 

OL3/1 £656.98 
   
 

 Linda Paice Salary 
 
 

LGA 1972 s112 
 

OL3/2 £149.20  HMRC Tax and NHI LGA 1972 s 112 
OL3/3 £45.60 7.60 NCALC Training fee LGA 1972 s111 
OL3/4 £67.20 11.20 DNH Contracts Dog bin 

maintenance 
Open Spaces Act 

Ol3/5 £192.00 32.00 Forde & 
McHugh 

Light repair Highways Act 

 
ii) RECEIPTS - None 
iii) The Bank balances at 20th February 2023 were noted as £31534.28 in the current account and unchanged at 
£30676.91 in the Instant Access account all of this funding now being ex Recreation Society money. 
iv)  In view of the imminent change of Clerk and bank details, it was RESOLVED that the application for a 
Multipay Credit Card but put on hold for a future date. 
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23/38 38.1 HIGHWAYS & INFRASTRUCTURE SUBGROUP – (Cllrs Garnor (Chair), Barnett and Peters) –  
i) Anglian Water drain works along High Street were highlighted and the Clerk would check exactly what was 
being done and why. 
ii) There were no earlier reported issues. 
iii) Gigaclear would yet again be contacted as the promised works on the High Street were still outstanding. 
iv) Engineers had been in the village doing further investigation work on the proposed traffic calming project.  
It had been clarified that a mush wider range of consultation would need to be carried out as previously this 
had only been done with the Parish Council.  Following a question asked at the Highways meeting, the Clerk 
had clarified that the A413 through the village was categorised as a Strategic Route which is why no raised 
traffic calming structures were possible. 
v)  Advice from a resident regarding advisory 20mph signage on Church Way was noted. 
vi) Notification of latest update on Towcester Relief Road had previously been reported. 
vii) Cllr Harrington raised concerns relating to a damaged fence on High Street where one of the metal rods was 
sticking out onto the pavement and causing a pedestrian hazard.  It was RESOLVED that a letter be sent to 
the property owner asking if they could clarify when this would be removed. 
 
38.2 LIGHTING – i) It was RESOLVED that a faulty light outside Park Lodge, 85 High Street, be replaced 
In line with a quotation received from Forde  McHugh. 
 
38.3  SILVERSTONE CIRCUIT/MEPC LIAISON GROUP – ( lead member Cllr Cunningham) 
Cllr Neuhoff gave an update on the latest meetings with both MEPC and Silverstone Circuits. 
 
38.4 READING ROOM LIAISON GROUP – (Cllrs Harrington, Cunningham):  
Cllr Harington updated members on the latest progression with the renovation project and advised of a vacancy 
for a Lettings Clerk. He also gave feedback on planned works to the gate at the Dingo, treatment of the benches  
by the War Memorial and the Church Way turn. 
 
38.5 POLICE LIAISON –( lead member Cllr Craven) 
The Chair would circulate a report. 
 

 38.6 OTHER INTERNAL REPORTS –  
i) GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME -  ( lead member Cllr Harrington)   
  There was nothing further to report since the last meeting. CllrHarrington advised members of the details for 
ITV filming in the village on 27th March.  A Coffee Morning was being arranged. 
 
ii) FOOTPATHS -( lead member Cllr Harrington)   
No issues reported 
 
iii COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN -  ( lead member Cllr Harrington)  
Cllr Harrington Now had a date for the earlier postponed training via NCALC 
 
iv) It was confirmed that in the absence of Cllr Craven Cllr Harrington would chair the April and May meetings 
of the Council and also the Annual Village Meeting on May 18th. 
 
v)Nothing further to report on the WILDLIFE PARK and the school use. 
 
vi)The replacement NOTICEBOARD had been ordered from Greenbarnes and Cllrs Harrington and Garnor 
agreed to remove the two now redundant small boards at Lodge Park and Sholebroke end of the village. 
 
vii) The Clerk updated on the two feedbacks receive on the WHAT THREE WISHES initiative carried out 
through the Newsletter. 
 
viii) There had so far been no response from Whittlebury Hall following the request for a list of events dates 
 
ix) It was RESOLVED  that a suggestion put forward by Cllr Harrington in relation to POLICY DOCUMENT 
controls be discussed by members and brough back to the next meeting. 
 
x) The Chair was working with Rebecca Chapman on a revised SAFEGUARDING POLICY 
 
38.7 REPORTS ON EXTERNAL ISSUES: 
i) No further contact had been made by AW on the  ODOURS  issues and a request from Dame Andrea 
Leadson DBE MP regarding a Petition to Parliament was being progressed by Cllr Harrington. 
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23/39 CORRESPONDENCE – i) Tabled and general correspondence was noted. 
ii) It was RESOLVED that the Council not take part in the No Mow May initiative 

23/40 CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS - none 
23/41  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING –  None requested other than feedback following Councillor 

discussions as minuted. 
 

23/42 DATE OF NEXT MEETING –Thursday 13th April 2023  at 7.30pm in the Reading Room members  
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.45pm 
 
 
 
 


